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Marry in A Maze...
Combermere Abbey’s Walled Gardens

offer Romance and Style for outdoor weddings 

Combermere Abbey, one of the Northwest’s most romantic wedding venues, naturally attracts couples seeking a historic venue with a difference. Cheshire East Council have just changed their wedding regulations so that couples can now take their vows outdoors ‘en plein air’ - and where better than in the heart of the world’s only fruit tree maze? 
This unique maze is just one aspect of the five acres of restored Walled Gardens. The Glasshouse, a restored Victorian fan-shaped glass building, has 180° views over the Estate’s glorious gardens and can comfortably accommodate 120 seated guests.
Sarah Callander Beckett, owner of Combermere Abbey, commented, 
“This is music to our ears as we have had so many requests from our bridal couples in the past and now it can happen. It is the beauty and enchantment of the Abbey’s gardens that sets our venue apart and being married in the maze will be simply magical!  This news has the additional benefit of ensuring increased prosperity for this popular part of rural Cheshire.”
Combermere Abbey will be offering outdoor wedding ceremonies throughout the summer season from April to October. Couples will then formalise their union in The Glasshouse.
Already Combermere Abbey is enjoying a rise in popularity as a wedding venue with the recent addition of “The Walled Garden Pavilion”, seating up to 150 guests for receptions. The decking area overlooking the lawns provides an attractive setting to relax outside and as day turns to night, the subtle lighting creates a truly romantic atmosphere.  The interior has been stylishly designed and as the evening progresses, a stunning white dance floor is revealed beneath a starlit ceiling. 
Each wedding at Combermere is exclusive, ensuring privacy for the couple, their friends and family.  
Accommodation for wedding parties is available in the Estate’s award-winning cottages, situated in the Abbey’s converted stable yard, as well as “Stone Lodge”, a romantic Gothick gatehouse, ideal for the couple’s first night. 

Ends

For wedding enquiries please contact:

Serena Cowell on 01948 871662

www.combermereabbey.co.uk

weddings@combermereabbey.co.uk
For press information contact: 

Sarah Proctor – 01948 770293 (mobile 07808 586 512) 
email: sp@spmediarelations.co.uk
Notes for Editors

COMBERMERE ESTATE: lies on the Cheshire/Shropshire border, between the towns of Nantwich and Whitchurch, and features a large glacial mere, and a total of 1,000 rolling acres. The medieval Cistercian Combermere Abbey is set in the heart of the Estate and was founded in 1133 by Hugh de Malbanc, Lord of Nantwich.  

It once had 22 monks in residence.  

During the Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1536 by Henry VIII, most of the monastic buildings were destroyed leaving only the Abbot’s Hall and in 1820 it was re-designed as a gothick mansion.  Famous occupants of Combermere Abbey include Elizabeth, Empress of Austria; William of Orange, Dr. Johnson and Mrs Thrale and Sir Stapleton Cotton, a brilliant General, who fought under Wellington at the Battle of Salamanca.  
The present owners are Sarah Callander Beckett, who inherited the estate from her great grandfather, Sir Kenneth Crossley Bt, and her husband, Peter. In 1994, the restored 1837 Stables were opened as luxury holiday cottages and have since won awards and acclaim for their high standards.

Guest accommodation is available in the beautifully appointed 5* award winning cottages and will give close family and guests a chance to really enjoy the experience.  Special wedding packages allow a weekend or midweek short break to be spent in Cheshire’s most exclusive self-catering establishment.  

To the perimeter of the estate is Stone Lodge, a fully restored two bedroom Gothick Lodge.  With its own terrace and damson orchard, it offers the peace and privacy for honeymoon couples to celebrate their special day.  

